2                              ITALIAN GRAMMAR
stress: printing in italic type; in the special type e (called
" open e "); and in the special type o (called " open o ").
camera               medico              mobile
If none of the vowels is specially printed, the stress is on
the next-to-the-last vowel.
veranda               cantare                locomotiva
While these symbols will be used in all Italian words occurring in
the grammar rules, in the special vocabularies and in the complete
vocabulary at the end of the volume, they will be omitted in the exer-
cises so as to accustom the student to read Italian without this guide,
3. Vowels. L The five vowel signs represent seven
different sounds, and are pronounced as follows:l
a                as a in father         carta      sala          stalla
e  (close)       as a in late            mele      vedere      temere
' e (open)      as e in let             sella       tsma        tenda
i                 as i in machine      siti         vioi           finiti
o  (dose)      as o in rope            sole        coda          colore
0  (open)       as o in sqfl             porta       toro           volta
u                 as oo in moon         fuxno       luna          tutto
Close and open vowels are not differentiated in spelling, but their
pronunciation follows somewhat definite rules (see $ 9).
2. In pronouncing Italian vowels an effort should be made
to avoid nasal resonance entirely, and to carry the voice
well forward in the mouth. The mouth should be well
opened in pronouncing a, e open and o open, and almost
closed with the lips drawn back when making the sound L
The student should note also that, while in English long
1  For practical purpose, the pronunciation will be explained by compari-
son with English sounds.   It must never be* forgotten, however, that the
sounds of any two languages seldom correspond exactly.  As for the vowels,
note that those which occur in unstressed position at the end of a word are
uttered slightly more rapidly than the others.